Bridge tournament 
West Gulch, ND—There’s a tournament coming. Contract Bridge. The West Gulch State University Contract Bridge league’s tournament. It will be January 3, at 8 PM, in the Gulcher Civic Center, located at the intersection of East Roosevelt Street and Gackle Ave. The tournament will give new players the opportunity to try duplicate bridge. Tournament organizer Irving Nern says he hopes to reinvigorate the game among young people by offering cash prizes. “We have really seen a dropoff in bridge among people under 50,” he said. “Bridge used to be the principle game at college campuses. You’d see groups everywhere. Now its nearly unheard of, except at the high-level places with a lot of brainy students.”
But Nern stated he thinks students at West Gulch can be just as brainy. “We need to rehab the image of this game,” he said. “It’s not just a coffee cake game for senior citizens. It can be highly competitive, and the way we play it takes out all the luck. Duplicate bridge is totally a game of skill.”
On the other hand, says Nern, popular games today among young people, like poker, are mostly luck. “Poker does have an element of skill, but you also have to get the good cards,” said Nern. “But poker is big because its played in glitzy places like Las Vegas. And the cash prizes can be huge!”
Cash prizes for the upcoming West Gulch tournament are not huge, but they also aren’t insignificant. The club is offering a total of  ten thousand dollars cash to the winner, 5,000 for second place, $1,000.00 for third. How could such a small club come up with this money? “We found a benefactor with the deepest pockets ever,” said Nern. “Bill Gates is an avid bridge player, and supports bridge clubs around the country. He donated the prizes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Players may register for $25; students are welcome for $10. It’s free of charge to watch. Detailed information is available on request at the clubhouse, 101 5th Avenue N., or at www.westgulchbridge.com.
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