CB radios
By Joseph Blow, assistant editor
Breaker One-Nine, What’s your 20? Do you know what that means? If you were around about 30 years ago, you surely would! It’s CB radio lingo, and it was once the hottest fad in America.
“CB” stands for “Citizens Band” radio. It refers to a series of frequencies the FCC granted to the general public for communication. The radios could be set up in pretty much any remote location. It was particularly important for trucker’s who could communicate with each other while on the road.
But it became a fad when CB radios spread from a truckers’ tool to a public toy. And if you were anyone back then, you needed a CB radio in your vehicle. You too could say “Breaker one-nine, what’s your 20?” And people would think you were a technological genius.
Todays CB radios are no longer a fad, but their actually still important. Cell phone coverage is still spotty in the wilderness. And CB offered one thing cells do not—community, an opportunity to talk to any old passing stranger. Because CB radio shares the air waves with everyone and anyone whose got a radio. Ask for a chat with anyone, and maybe someone will respond!
But you have to know the language. That is, you have to know the 10-code, and CB trucker terminology. And for that, longtime trucker, Irving Nern, has published a new book and companion web site, “10-4 Getting a Handle: CB Radio and the New Millennium.”  This writer called Nern at his home in “The Nickel” (Buffalo, N.Y.) to find out more.
Q. I’d like to ask you about your book.
A. Yeah, driver, come on. Well, good buddy, back when the speed limit was the double nickel and I had ‘bout 10 bear bites, I got my first ears on to keep the bears off my back door. Seemed like every boulevard had a Kojak with a Kodak and I was the alligator in the roadway. So I chucked my bird dog and backed it down. Then I realized CB could keep those driving awards away from my bulldog.”
Q. Could you explain that in English, Mr. Nern?
A. Negatory, driver, you got your ears on? You need chicken lights? Anyway, pulling out from a convoy one day I was at the rest-a-ree-a paying the water bill when I realized lots of guys needed a book like this, even the ones with roller skates. CB is 10-2, even in CB Town!  A few salt shakers are even going back to the radios, although those ratchet jaws do fill up Sesame St. But hey, I’m 10-7. Why don’t you 10-25 my website, www.truckercountry.com. Check out the CB radio guide. Hammer down, buddy, but avoid those gumball machines and stay out of the meat wagon!
After Nerns 10-3 this reporter ran his interview through the CB Trucker Slang algorithm to translate for today’s audiences.
Q. I’d like to ask you about your book.
A. Go ahead. Well, Mr. Nern, back when the speed limit was 55 and I had received 10 speeding tickets, I got my first CB radio to keep the police off my truck posterior. Seemed like every Interstate highway had a law enforcement officer with a radar detector, and I was that scrap of blown tire in the road. So I sold my own radar detector and slowed down. Then I realized CB could keep those tickets away from my Mack truck.
Q. Could you speak English, Mr. Nern?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A: No, dude, are you listening?  Do you need extra lights on your truck? Anyway, leaving a group of trucks traveling together one day I was using a rest area’s men’s room when I realized a lot of guys need a book like this, even the ones driving small cars. CB is doing well, even in Council Bluffs, Iowa. A few winter road maintenance vehicles are even going back to the radios, although those loquacious talkers do fill up Channel 19. But hey, I have to leave. Why don’t you take a look at my web site, www.truckercountry.com. Check out the CB radio guide. Drive fast if you can, Mr. Nern, but  avoid those patrol car lights and don’t go needing an ambulance!
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