renaissance festival


By Irving S. Nern

Pretty much everybody knows that the Minnesota Renaissance Festival in Shakopee, Minnesota, mostly features bawdy entertainment, naughty bodices, wickedly priced baubles and brimfuls of booze. And games for the kids. But problem: its raining cats and dragons outside. Should you go anyway? Here’s the report following a rainy opening-day experience at the 2016 Minnesota Renaissance Festival.

The Minnesota Ren Fest (open weekends and Labor Day through Oct. 2) has been around for nearly half a century. It’s billed as the largest Ren Fest in the country by attendance. But its popularity wanes in the rain. With periods of hard showers and light drizzle throughout the first day of this year’s festival, the crowds seemed reduced to hard-core Ren-festers and out-of-towners without other options. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The thing we need to remember is this. When we pass the gate ($24/adult) we're thrown back into the mists of time. Back into the 1500s. Well, sort of, if the 1500s had buried electric lines, plastic garbage bags and peasants walking around wielding turkey legs and smartphones. But to get you into the spirit, the Renaissance Festival king and queen have declined to install anything resembling a paved sidewalk. Because, well, people in the 1500s hadn’t invented blacktop. The late medieval purveyors of merchandise also probably failed to carry such frivolities as umbrellas and ponchos, hence none for sale here. They did likely have a few covered tables under which to shelter. Perhaps they were of the picnic table variety as they are here. And for more sturdy shelter, beer halls.

Thus and forsooth, then, m'lord and lady can't expect accommodation for a wet day at the fair. The yellowish mud turns viscous and vicious by late morning. So here's the verdict: Ren Fest in the rain? Probably not. 

But if you must go, do not fail to sally forth packing the king's (sized) sturdy umbrella, rain jacket and boots. Okay, realizing you probably won't do that, at least bring the brolly, knowing your going to ruin those cute Ren-fest costume sandals you insisted on wearing. And expect  that any article of clothing that reaches below the knee will verily gather a crust of mud.

But rain or shine, the show does go on! And there's one pretty important advantage to a rainy-day Ren Fest: no long lines at the taverns, games or rides, and lots of (wet) seating at the shows. “That’s still a lot better than the blistering hot Texas Renaissance Festival,” declared one itinerant pottery merchant.

More information (but no umbrellas): http://renaissancefest.com.
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